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PLEASE AND THANK YOU:  
♥ Thank you for volunteering for the Carnival – what a nice 

break from the routine.   
♥ Please: As part of our study of wild animals in their 

habitats around us here in Marin County, we are taking a 
trip to Wildcare. We are working on a year-long project 
where we learn facts about local animals and publish a 
book at the end of the year.  PLEASE WE NEED DRIVERS ON 
THE FIELD TRIP: 9:30-11:30 on November 10th. We will go to 
Wildcare in Central San Rafael.   

 
Dear Parents: 
 
Welcome to November!  This month I would like for parents to start volunteering: 
LOOK FOR the calendar on the Buttercup Board -- you can sign up for a morning 
or any slot that is listed.  Don’t panic if you can’t, it is nice to have volunteers, and 
the kids love it, but there are other ways to be involved in your child’s education! 
 
We are starting to study trees on campus, since they are all changing for the 
seasons. There is a HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENT FOR YOU AND YOUR STUDENT IN 
YOUR BACK PACK AND ATTACHED HERE! 
 

♥ Remember the class websites: Dreambox for math and Headsprout for 
Reading. 

♥ Dreambox login: https://play.dreambox.com/login/z7a8/willowca 
 

 
Very Important Dates: 

   Thursday, November 10                                  FIELD TRIP: WILDCARE 
  Friday, November 11—Veterans Day            NO SCHOOL 
  Wednesday, November 16th                          Attitude of Gratitude Feast 
  November 21-25                         NO SCHOOL THANKSGIVING BREAK 
  December 7th                                                  FIELD TRIP DeYoung Museum 
  December 19-Janaury 2            NO SCHOOL WINTER BREAK 
 January 27                                                        FIELD TRIP to see ALADDIN 



To access DreamBox on iPad, go to http://www.dreambox.com/ipad,  
When prompted in the app, use this School 
Code:  z7a8/willowca 

♥ The class website on Shutterfly is awesome – I have been putting all 
the photos that miss Sage takes on the website.  Her photos are 
AMAZING! 

♥ Shutterfly is a great site with information and photos of the class! 
♥ Next Student of the Week: Lorena 
♥ Next Big Brother Bear: Linnea 

Leila Student of the Week! 

Classroom updates: 
Daily 5: We have begun allowing students to choose the activity they would like 
to work on in the mornings – word work, read to self or read to a teacher, or 
reading technology. 
 
Math:   This week we focused on COMPARING.  We used words like longer 
than/shorter than, taller/shorter, and more than/fewer than.  While students 
understand the notions of more and less based on observations (“She got more 
than me!”), in school, we teach them to use the words of comparison as part of 
math class.   

Finally, we carved one pumpkin and counted all the seeds – each student 
got a little handful of seeds, and we talked about how counting large numbers is 
easier if you group things together to count accurately.  This is the precursor to 
skip counting, which they can’t do yet.   

 
Language Arts: We have introduced guess spelling – spaces between words – 
snap words – complete sentences, parts of speech – and sounds in words.  The 
students have been very busy!  Students are so proud when they spell a word 
and show it to you!  Praise their effort “You worked hard!” and point out how they 
got all the sounds in the words!   
 
Science: Next week we will study composting, and connect it to the health of the 
soil, as well as to healthy soil being the support for all growing and living things 
around us.  Worms were important today, which we studied during science time! 
 
Visual Arts: We drew our seasonal self portrait today to get in better shape for our 
paintings! 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Have a great weekend, 
	
	
	
	

Mrs.	Schmidt	 	 	 	 Miss	Sage	

 
Attitude of Gratitude Potluck Wednesday, November 16th, 5:30-7: Every year we 
have a potluck celebration to quietly express gratitude for all the things in our 
lives that daily please and serve us.  The theme is less about Thanksgiving per se, 
and more about general gratitude. 
 
This will be for both classes, although we will eat separately -- both classes 
together in one room will be too crowded. 
  
Instilling a sense of gratitude and value at this time of year requires that we slow 
down and look around us.  In that spirit, the Feast will incorporate favorite foods 
from each of your families or cultures.  This way, we can deepen our 
appreciation of each other, our understanding of each of each other and 
continue to explore our similarities and differences.   
 
Bring your own plates and bowls and cups, forks, knives, spoons.  I would like to 
reduce waste this season by not using paper and plastic for this event. 

Potluck: 
The word comes from the Native American word potlatch, which was a 
different kind of gathering: At potlatch gatherings, a family leader hosts guests 
in their family's house and holds a feast for their guests.  The main purpose of 
the potlatch is the re-distribution of wealth.  Different events take place during 
a potlatch, like singing and dancing, sometimes with masks or regalia, the 
barter of wealth through gifts, such as dried foods, sugar, flour, or other material 
things, and sometimes money. 
 
While we won't be distributing wealth, we will be sharing, through food, time 
together around tables with some singing of our seasonal songs. 
 



	
	


